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Hes. xi. 13. 


THESE ALL DIED IN FAITH» 


BW 


| nave lately been called, my dear friends, to ſome 
of the moſt affliting and painful ſervices that ever I 
was engaged in; of which the * is oy no means 
the leaſt, 8 

To pay a laſt tribute of reſpect to a dear, departed, 

venerable, ſervant of God, to condole with you who 
loved him, and hung upon his words with rapture 
and delight, is indeed diſtreſſing to my feelings; but 
ſuch a tribute I could by no means refuſe to pay. 

From my earlieſt infancy I have entertained a 

; ö riſing veneration for the character we now lament, a 

A veneration which has ripened into reſpect and affec- 

B = tion 


| Te 2 0 29 . 
den by doſe connexion of near ten years, wich 
the moſt uninterrupted cordiality and good under | 
ſtanding... And, though the neceſſary diſtance be- 
tween youth and age, fuch great acquirements in 
knowledge and in grace and ſuch inferior attain- 
ments in both, muſt have had an influence; yet as 1 
revered and loved him as a father, and ſerved him as 
a friend, I have lamented his loſs with the moſt pain- 
ful ſenſibility as to myſelf, while I ſympathize with 
the general ſorrow that has impreſſed thoſe who lov- 
ed his perſon, and the cauſe in which he was fo fer- 
vently engaged. race Bib | 
He is now no more below! we cannot but weep, 
it is the language of nature, which grace does not 
command us to reject but to regulate; a language 
ſanctioned by the example of the Redeemer, who 
wept at the tomb of his friend. | 
A variety of motives led me to ſolicit the die of 
this church, with which I have been kindly indulged; 
eſpecially. as our dear miniſter for above forty-ſix | 
years ſuſtained in it the office of Le&urer,—Fhe. 
ſubject I have choſen, you well know, was the pecu- 
ar and delightful theme of his converſation, his 
preaching, and his writings; exemplified in the whole 
of his life; and, we can truly lay, he died in the faith- 
- | of 


"= —=* 
of Jeſus, and is now enjoying the end of his icy 
even the ſalvation of his ſoul. While we this ſee it 
exemplified, we know that he would, and we khje ] 
that we muſt, aſeribe all the glory to the power and 
riches of divine grace. And may God make the 
preſent conſideration effectual to kindle in our breaſts 
a deſire after che © faith of God's elect y- chat we 
all may be followers of them h . b 
patience now inherit the promiſes. e. 

In this chapter the apoſtle is ſetting ede us 
the wonders that faith hath wrought; and, having 
illuſtrated it by the example of the antient patriatcha, 
in the works they performed through the faith 6 
God, he follows them to their dying beds, and ſees 
them exerciſing the ſame faith there. Retiring from 
the buſy ſcenes in which they had been engaged 
with quietneſs and ſatisfaction, they rejoiced in the 
aſſured perſuaſion of the fulfilment of the Promiſes 
to themſelves and their poſterity, and ſtood with joy- 
ful expectation of glory upon the borders of the eter 
nal world. They lived in faith, and ſo roſe above 
the difficulties and diſtreſſes of their pilgrimage; they! 
now died in faith, rejoicing amidſt their pains and 


languiſhings in the proſpect that was beyond. Oh 
P faith that produces ſuch admirable effects 
B 2 | in 


TEF 
in fuch a world as this; ſtill it is the Tame, ſtill has the 
fame objects, the ſame ſecurity, the ſame proſpects, 
and brings the ſame ponſolations and ſupports. Our 
dear departed a in Chriſt found the rich expe- 

rience of this, and affords another ſtriking inſtance, 
to the many gone before, of the glory and ſuitable- 
neſs of the goſpel of Chriſt, the fulneſs of the promiſe, 
the -all-ſufficiency of the grace, the faithfulneſs of 
God, and the conſolatory ET of the Lord . 
Spirit. 


But, as I fear T muſt detain your attention rather 
longer than uſual, we will immediately enter upon 
the ſubject before us. And here we ſhall, f/f, ſpeak 
a little of faith in general: then conſider the peculiar, 
advantages of. faith in' the hour of death: illuſtrate” | 
the whole in the life and death of our departed mi- 
niſter: and conclude with an addreſs to different 
characters. May the 8 pirit of Jeſus, the author and 

; finiſher of the faith, ſeal the word with his divine 1n- 


' fluence, and make us all partakers of like Precious 
faith with him. We are 

FST, To peak of faith in general. 

This is one of thoſe graces of which we Find 
the moſt glorious and ſurprizing things ſaid in the 
word of God; m thoſe that underſtand its nature 
. | and 


LO 
8 


3 
3 


channel of all ſpiritual communicat 


Jeſus as the principle of the ſpiritual life; all * | 

ings of which are carried on, and men 

conſummated, by the faith of the Sox or Go. 
Faith ſimply conſidered is a giving eredit to as 


TRUTH oF Gob, and its objects are whatever God hath 


revealed. There are two things which it reſpects in 
theſe; firſt, the TRUTH; ITSELF. upon the declaration of 
God, and then, the IMPORTANCE AND EXCELLENGY/Of 
that truth. The latter of theſe is equally a part of di- 


vine revelation as the former. And the diſtinction of a 


dead from a living faith, 'we apprehend, is this, that 
it is a perſuaſion of the 7r47þ without a correſpond- 
ent diſcovery of its ſuitablengſs and glory. A man 


may reaſon himſelf into a belief of the general ſyſtem 
of the goſpel, while he feels but little of its effects 
upon his heart; its external evidences, of miracles 
and prophecies, are ſo deciſive as to demand aſſent 
to its declarations; but, while the heart of man is 
averſe to ſpiritual enjoyments, there can be no diſ- 
covery of its excellency, no reliſh of its bleſſings. 


For this there muſt be a 4 new heart and a right 
ſpirit created within us.“ 


Hence, ſays the apoſtle, 


* The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
7s -B 3 Spirit 
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Spirit of God, 2 
Saber can he know chem becauſe they are fu 
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ing grace; the eye of the 
holds the glories of divine truth, and brings its con- 


ſolation and its energy into che heart. Oh what 


324 


views now open to the humbled and en 
mind, the contrite but believing heart, according to 
the power of Faith]! views with which he was before 
unacquainted ; views which enliven the 
_ the ſoul. 

The whole word of God, as ſuch, is the obje@t's of | 


faith. But it cannot be ſuppoſed that all its doc- 


trines are of equal importance. For, though all 


have their influence in the Chriſtian life and warfare, 
and the more clearly and extenſively perceived, by 
the ſtrongeſt faith, the more bleſſed the effects, yet 
there muſt be an acknowledged diſtinction. Some 
of them are abſolutely neceſſary, others uſeful to the 
believer, others for his more abounding conſolation 
and direction. And as our faith apprehends variouſly, 
and in different degrees, ſo there is a * n 


in Chriſtian experience, | 919 
But ſaving faith muſt 3 3 all 
thoſe 
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thoſe eruths that are fevealed-/ns neceſſary; for ſalvas 
tion. Happy is it chat theſe are but few, iT he ſtate 
of man as fallen, the way of men 
the atoning blood of an Almighey Saviou 
neceſſity of its application by the Spirit of r in+ 
clude all that a finner needs to know. for time or for 
eternity, To know myſelf as a finer, roknow.Chrnift 
as the all-gracious and almighty Redeemer, to have 
the enjoyment of this by the Spirit's: teaching in my 
heart, this is the knowledge that faith communicates, 
that ſanctifies and that ſaves the foul. - A conſeſſion 
of ſin is indeed very common; but that view of it 
which humbles the ſinner, and Jays him low at the foot- 
ſtool of divine mercy, is no otherwiſe effected than 
by a believing application of the truth by the Spirit. 
Then fin appears in all its guilt and defile ment, its 
demerit and condemnation, viewed in the light of 
God's eternal law: and the ſinner cries, not with a 
formal exclamation, but from the bottom of is 
heart, God be merciful to me a ſinner-. Mercy ãs 
his plea, mercy is his hope, ſovereign merey the only 
remedy for human miſery. Oh bleſſed Goſpell that 
here opens the animating proſpect to the fuintingſpirit. 

Bleſſed Jeſus! who ſtands ſo ng forth on 
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nite glory, the deep humiliation, the bleeding croſs, 


teouſneſs, the glorious interceſſion, of Jeſus, d 18 


the all; ſuffciency, experiences the bleſſing; and adores 


conſcience at peace, the heart at reſt, realize all the 


„ 
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alſo into che heart, to give the light of the knowledge 


© 8 y 
G8 acred page as the all- ſufficient 8 
turning ſinners. Here he flies and is at reſt. 


i Weine perſon; che Alrighty Power ths illi 


f _ 


the atoning blood, the perfect and everlaſting righ- 


our . ate diſcovered in the truth of twin as 
truſt therein. Faith believes the record, acknow. 
ledges the ſuitableneſs, flies to the refuge, relies upon 


the ſovereign grace of the Father that deviſed, the 
infinite love of the Son that executed, the almighty 
power of the Spirit that enlightens and applies. The 


glorious promiſes of the Goſpel, while every power 
is ſweetly drawn with the cords of love, and conſe- 
crated to the ſervice of a reconciled God in Chriſt. 
The Spirit of Jeſus, enlightening the mind, © ſhines 


of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt;” and, 
implanting that faith which beholds him, nouriſhes it 
from day to day by the means of his own appoint- 
ment; and thus, in its daily exerciſe, glory is given 
to the Redeemer, and bleſſings received into the 


n | ſoul, 


* 


ſoul, i in P oportion to the 5 


faith brings weak dense ge brings A | 
ſtrong conſolation, and effects into the heart andi ii : 


But that faith which leads to Jeſus, and unites. to 
him, ſecures the ſame privileges, though not the 
ſame preſent enjoyments, to every true believer. 
A God in Chriſt is a God of promiſe, a God keeping 
promiſe, and all the promiſes of the Goſpel belong 
to ſuch. Bleſſings, unnumbered; bleſſings, are diſ- 
covered in that rich ſtorehouſe of all * bleſſings 


Through the hope of theſe they overcome the worlds 
like Moſes ec count the reproach of Chriſt greaterriches 


than all the treaſures of Egypt; or, with the great 


apoſtle, © count all things but loſs for the excellency 


of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” 
The men of this world ſee through a falſe me- 
dium even things that are preſent and viſible. Faith 


diſcovers all under the regulation of a God and Father 
in Chriſt Jeſus, all directed by his wiſdom for the | 
advantage of his people : providences aan — 


flictions ſanctified, croſſes turned into bleſſings, tri 
into mercies, temptations driving nearer * Ä 


and * all things working together for good to them 


that love God, to them who are the called ee 
to his En aaa: 
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n faith, renders. inviſible things ' ible, 
in actor we e hope for as aftualiy en exil d 
*bebolding the glory of the Lord chvidads-ijtocihl 


fame image from glory to glory, even by the Spirit 
of the Lord.” Thus all the promiſes of the Goſpel 


are received and truſted to, in Chriſt, to his glory, 
to our comfort, fanctification, and ſalvation. is ba 


Every act of faith implies a humble dependence 
upon God, a ſenſe of our deficiency and emptineſs, 
a looking to God to fulfil his declaration, and a pa- 


tient expectation of it from the hand of the Re- 


deemer. Nor is the exerciſe of Faith without its 
ſupply; it does receive grace for grace, grace for 
the time of need, and ſuch a ſupply of conſolation 
as the Lord, in his infinite wiſdom, ſees beſt. If, 
therefore, we could but truſt the faithful promiſe of 
„(the ground and, encouragement of Faith) 
there is not a want but it diſcovers a full ſupply in 


n 


$hs Sxalnd, Redesmer, not 4 ſirwanon bus there, 6- 


grace not only for patience, but for thankfulneſs and | 
joys As the apoſtle: beautifully expreſſes, it, << My 
God: ſhall ſupply all your need, according; to his 
Faith without 
a promiſe is preſumption: but, where I have the 

6 | promiſe 


Ty: a. 


N en ) 
promiſc#of God, my kinn may go do the hel e- 
tent of that promiſe; \without danger of being miſs 
taken or deceived. I may n in mn 
pectation of its accompliſiment; £ 
and darkneſs ſurround his ways of providen 
grace, I truſt a faithful God, aſſured that light Thall 
ſpring out of darkneſs, and the min 
turned into the ſongs of Praiſmſe. 
Theſe are the peculiar | views which you u ſo 
long heard - heard in ſuch a ſuperior manner heard 
with ſuch energy and unction, ſuch dignity of eleva- 
tion, ſuch earneſtneſs of perſuaſion, ſuch ſweetneſs of 
love, Our dear, departed; venerable; Miniſter" had 
experienced the riches of the grace himſelf; and 
therefore could commend it to others. And he'ſpake 
like one who felt what he delivered. He could ſay, 
and often did, with the apoſtle, (c that which we have 
heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, deelure 
we unto you.” He knew much of the ſtate of hi 
man nature, and the evil of ſin as in the heart; and 
he learnt it, as he himſelf tells us *, met By is 
own experience, and by many ſorè and daily eonflifts 
in his own ſoul.” This had ſo endeared to him whe 


«th 


N | ; FS F. 5 7 N g's | | r ; 5 , fav 
* . 
«can tinted 2 
: I \ | o 
| precious 


6 — 4 8 * K 5 
4 * — i 9 
— — qr 


— tag 
q —_— 


n 


<a 


CY 


* 12 7 Wo 


precious Saviour of ſinners, that, neareſt to the ſpirit 


of the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, the very name of 
Jeſus ſeemed to kindle at once the ardour of divine 
love: his ſoul was raptured at the ſound; every 
thing elſe yielded to the irreſiſtible energy; his tongue 
dwelt upon the pleaſing theme, often eee HY 


we have heard him from this N ef} n. 


ns Thou dear 88 ching Lamb, 


ce '* We love to | hear of thee. | 
a or? 


' Theſe delightful truths loved delightfully from hi 


lips; his doctrine diſtilled as the dew;”” while this 
place has reſounded with the eſſential glories, the 
deep humiliation, the all- ſufficient grace, the un- 
changing love, of a dying Jeſus; themes ever dear- 


eſt to his heart, and therefore ever on his tongue. 


He had the moſt exalted views of the Saviour of 
guilty men, and therefore he © preached Chriſt, „his 


ſole ſubject, —his all in all; knowing at the ſame 


time he could © warn every man” of his {in and dan-⸗ 
ger, could «teach every man” in the way of peace, 


truth, and righteouſneſs, without deviating from this 


one ſubject, which he did with that peculiar wiſdom 
with which God had favoured him. 
But we muſt hear his voice no more! Oh that 

4 the 


Ge eee 00 
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we enjoy the bleſſings it expatiated on; till Kiba 
we die in this faith of Jeſus} and enter upon che 
fulneſs of its glories, beyond even his/burnih g heart 
and ſhining talents to expreſs. But to return 
Having ſpoken of faith in gen 
from God, realizes the truth of Go 


heart, brings its bleſſings into enjoyment, and re- 


turns to him the glory, we muſt now conſider, 
SECONDLY, The peculiar advantages of Faith in 
death. —<Theſe all died in Faith. Or; as our dear 


departed friend would have rendered it; in the Faith; . 


the faith of Jeſus. They had the ſame grand object 


of faith as we, we have the ſame object of faith as 
they, Jeſus Chriſt, in life and death the friend and 


Saviour of his people. Theſe antient believers died 
(as he expreſſes it) in the a of faith; acting faith on 
Jeſus and his faithful promiſes : or, as the apoſtle; 
in the following part of this verſe, < not having re- 


ceived the promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, 


and were perſuaded of them, and embraced them 
perſuaded of their truth, embracing them as*excelv 
lent, as the objects of their earneſt deſire and love. 

As Faith is the great mean of triumphing over 


the world, of paſſing comfortably through life, ſo is | 


8 it 
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A dying 3 under the power of faith in 


cures upon the rock of ages; gives a calmneſs and 


quietneſs to the ſoul; and, when i in lively exerciſe, an 
unſhaken confidence; opens the proſpect beyond; 
and perfumes a dying bed, and the mouldering duſt, 
with odours of the heavenly world. Thus it was 
with our dying friend, who confirms our faith by his- 
dying teſtimony ; thus it ſhall be with that ſleeping 
duſt we lately committed to the filent tomb, in ſure 


and certain expectation of a reſurrection to eternal 


death, 


J. Refts i in a firm reliance upon hs n and. 


truth of God. 


Faith i js not always in the ſame lively exerciſe in 


fe; nor is it always at its higheſt in death. But, 


when it leads the humble and ſupplicating ſinner to 
the Saviour of ſinners, as the only hope of Iſrael, it 


brings ſalvation if not the immediate comfort of it. 
It 


pf 3 2 t ax 


3 is a very — enn Pay 1 
ing on the borders of it, it appears a ſerious thing 
to launch forth, a ſerious thing to know what is my 
ground of hope of an happy eternity. But faith ſe- 
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reaſons God may not then fill his people with great 


* 


tonal be ſo in death. went in 
exerciſe, attended with fears and ac _ vette 
the faith of God's elect, the faith that bringeth falva- 


tion in the end. This was the ſentiment of our late 


beloved paſtor when he preached his funeral ſermon” : 
for Mr. Jones. Where he obſerves; For 


comforts, but cannot you truſt your comforts wick 
God, the God of all comfort ? will you not have 
time enough to be comforted when you get to hea - 
ven?” But ſtill, we may obſerve, this is not God's” 


uſual method of dealing with his people. He has 


promiſed © when they paſs through the waters he 
will be with them, and through the rivers they ſhall 
not overflow them, &c. His rod and his ſtaff are 


therefore their ſtay and their ſupport. There is 4 


faith that reſts the ſoul on Chriſt, that brings a quiet 
neis and ſerenity beyond all the whe 2 
carth, though in the pains of death. 
tries his foundation, and he finds it > 
more tried, the more precious is this corner ſtotze 
of his dependence. In the confidence of faith" , 
will truſt in the Lord and ſtay upon his God yu 
ſus is all powerful and gracious, the promiſe*is(tr 
his God is unchanging, and there he le nrol 
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the bins Hence a 18 a ht Gi ir 
hope that holds him free from alarms, or per aps he 
is able to ſay till farther, with the apoſtle, te I know. 
whom I have believed, and I am perſuaded chat he 
is able to keep that which I have committed to him 
againſt that day. „ This, we know, is a hope that 
maketh not "aſhamed ; for it brings peace into the 
8 conſcience, and love into the heart, and gives all the 
N 1 glory to a covenant God in Chrift by truſting his 
deck. But this is not all. Faith in more lively ex- 
1 erciſe brings * only a quiet hope, but 
1 II. Divine ſupports and conſolations. 
4A afflictions abound conſolations by Chril 6 
abound alſo.” While the believer views all things 
as in the hand of his covenant God, all things under 
the direction of his covenant head i in glory, he i is aſ- 
I | ſured that all is well, The time, the meaſure, che 
| | iſſue, of his afflictions, ha knows, are « x in that cove- 
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Dant which i is well ordered in all things and ſure,” 
He 1 is confident, therefore, they will be conducted for 
the bet. If he hath lived long in the Chriſtian. war- 
1 fare, & «the trial of his faith worketh patience, and pa- 
tience experience, and experience hope; and he reſts 
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1 ſupports, whatever his neceſſities may be. Nor is 
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his redeemer; he has known the 
of the Spirit when he was 00 
to believe on Jeſus, turned 
t to delight in God and his ways. And 
the ſame faith ſupports his for, if he was 
an enemy he was iled to 
his Son, he truſts that, being 
ſaved by his life. Rom. v. 10. 


| back on his good works as the ground of his encou- 


9 


ragement. If he has done Fs” it was the grace of 


of the Spirit of God he acknowledges the 
thankfulneſs, the one foundation of a finner's h 


ſafe to truſt. The full ſufficiency of the Ret 
is his ſupport and confidence; faith has Embra 
and lived phe it through life, faith 
cloſely to i it in death, and, if now in livel 
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world and all its concerns, faith carries on the inter- 
courſe with the world unſeen, happy i 1s that converſe 


Which the ſoul enjoys with God. Many have borte 


cheir en to its delete _ now n anothe 


ſence can ſolace pain, can ſweeten affliction, can tuen 
trouble into joy, and Adee dying wes in the 
_ ecſtaſies. —— © „ 21d ohms 


* 


& Theſe all died in faith,” kata we read the 
N of this circumſtance in the Old Teſtament, 
> each is nearly in the ſame words. — “ He gave up 


the ghoſt, and died in a good old age, an old man, 


and full of years, and was gathered to his people.” 


Sen. xxy. 8. I cannot but think our venerable la- 
ther in Chriſt was deſcribing his own experience, 
when treating on this paſſage, in his Triumph of 
Faith, in the chapter on old age; every part of 
which! is applicable to himſelf; Let us preſent. you 
with an abſtract. © His old age was good, in, 
ſoul. Whatever infirmities he had they, w 
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| Argen and ſuppott, brings 4 
joy eke and full of glory, and renders the 
dying moments of the believer the ſweeteſt moments 
of earthly exiſtence. When, ſeparated from the 
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| tended for $660, hd actually did hitn 8504. He 
was a very cheerful pleaſant old man. The peace | 
of his mind had a ſweet influence on his remper and 
behaviour. It kept him from being frerful and pee- ö 
viſh in his family, &c. He was alſo happy in his 
laſt years: for he ſpent them in faith, and, when they 
came to an end, he died in peace; wich his laſt 
breath he committed his ſpirit into che hands of bim r 
who had redeemed it; * Full of years.” 11 is in | 
the original one word he was ſatisfied He was ſa- 
tified with what enjoyed of the favour and friends 
ſhip of his God, who had been his ſhield to defend 
him from all fins and enemies, and alſo had ptomiſ- 
ed to be his exceeding! great reward. This he ob- 
tained, when he was gathered to his people, to the 
general aſſembly and church of the firſt born, and to 
the moſt bliſsful communion of the three in Jehovah. 
All the children of Abraham, treading in the eps 
of his faith, have the ſame God to deal de who 
kayak promiſe for ever.“ ee 
© Theſe are the joys of faith. But e 40 
and it is the laſt 12 of os before i it s changed into 
W e 5 1 en 
III. It enjoys the prope of ee ety 
The apartments of death are no other than the 
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75 e 3 and Sth irſelf 8575 very gate * 
heaven. The happy believer, dying in the faith, 
and, ripe f for glory, with che triumphant, views of faith | 
before him, with lively. but patient expectation awaits 
the ſummons to enter into the joy of his Lord. Thus 
there is an abundant e entrance win ind 7 ** 5 
b ee a r 
The alluſion, is moſt . it 1s that of a Ship 
ih all its fails expanded, entering with a fair breeze 
into the port for which it is deſtined ; that its owners, | 
the ſtorms and labours of the voyage being oyer, 
may enjoy in quietneſs and ſecurity the benefit of 
their ſormer toils. There is not a. paſſenger that 
wiſhes to. return upon the ſtormy ocean, but each 
welcomes with ſhouts the approaching land, | Such 
is the view by which faith apprehends the land of 
promiſe. No more toils—no more weakneſs—no 
more afflictions of body—wearineſs of mind—doubts 
of unbelief—or horrors of temptation : theſe ſhall ſoon 
be laid down, buried in the depths of the ſeas, loſt 
in-the waves of death, to be ſeen no more. The 
dying g believer goes down to the grave, having h hold 
of the hand of his redeemer. There he lay ; 3 and as 
he aroſe ſo all his followers muſt. He falls aſleep i in 
Jeſus, as quietly as the weary traveller lies down to 
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rel waiting the morning of the reſurreftion, 4 


fe lay in mu ür bi 


have entered into the heart of man, the things v 


tion of the divine wiſdom and glory, Au Ele le 


* 


ſpirit breaks from its confineme nl 
city of God: * abſent from the- FRO pre 
the Lord. And ſoon ſhalt he chang this vile bo- 
dy, that it may be faſhioned like unto his gloriot 
body, according to the mighty working whereby 2 

he is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf There is 
not a more glorious ſight on earth than this. cc Pre- | 
cious in the ſight of the Lord is the death of his 
ſaints; precious their dying faith, precious cheir im- Eh 
mortal ſ pirits, precious their Nleeping duſt. But bes I 1 
yond « Eye hath not ſeen, ror ear heard, neither 


God hath prepared for them that Tove him, : 

To die with faith in exerciſe is to realizes 
proſpect, to anticipate the joy, to poſſeſs the eartiefts 
of immortality. There every faculty ſhall” be ere 
alted and enlarged, every holy diſpoſition c com⸗ 
pleted, and all employed in the eternal contemplä⸗ I 
ribites, — | 
works, and ways, and in WE eternal enjoynient of hls 
preſence and unchanging love. Here is the. end of 


C 3 TJ 


3 faith, when all its ge N its conflits! are. 0 oper. A 
| And, however feeble its preſent effort 5 it ſhall f oon 
be conqueror, and introduce to A FAR My E | $ 
CEEDING AND ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY.” | 

I have been led to theſe views from oh. yell 
Blk! character of the dear, departed, . ſervant of 
God we now lament; and from the peculiar circum- 
ſtances, and progreſſive dealings of God towards him, 
in his laſt affliction. Each of our obſervations will be 
| illuſtrated and confirmed by his living character, and 
dying conſolations. He was on earth a diſplay of the 

power of grace; and is now, no doubt, i in the im- 
mediate preſence of him, whom with a peculiar ar- 
dour, and e of ſpirit, he loved and ſerved 

below. 15 
To ſpeak of his charater is not an Fort thing 
eſpecially to me: but I ſhall ſpeak the ſentiments of 
my heart, and leave it with God. Not that Lam 
afraid of exaggeration, while, as I know he, would, 
J aſcribe the glory to the grace of God, He was a 
character that God had formed for his own glory; ; and 


with regard to his failings, for no doubt he had ſuc h, 


it is a ſufficient apology to fay of them all, that, | 
though he was a great man—a wiſe man—a good 
man —and a man of God he Was a man. 


Perhaps 
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tention / bod} Jong while chats! T thay? 42. loved | 
and valued him, will not think any ae been 
their attention that reſpected hin nor any time too 
long to recollect the benefits which they have. re. 


* 


ceived by his miniſtry. I ſhall, therefore, enter more 


73 
minutely into circumſtances, not to extol the mag, 


though now beyond the reach of ; injury, but to * 


: 


_ 


luſtrate the grace and power of God, which made 
him what he was; to derive additional arguments for 
your faith, additional motives to your love of that 
divine Redeemer, whom he ſo ardently loved 3 and 
to perſuade others to love and ſerve ſo good a maſter, 
who © giveth not as the world giveth,” but is faichful 
in life, faithful in death, had crowns all with his e eter- 
nal preſence and glory. | | wy 

The Reverend William Romaine was born Sex . 
tember, 1714, at Hartlepool, 2 ſmall town in the 
county of Durham, that will from hence be more 
remarkable as the birth place of ſuch. a chara jer chan 
any circumſtance beſides.— He was educated firſt. Xt 
Hertford College, and afterwards at Chriſt Church 
College, Oxford; where his early genius and his 
attention to literature eminently diſcovered themſelves. 
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© Dreſs was never His fable, his mind was was ſoperior 
to ſuc h borrowed ornaments : Ind, imrr erſed in nbbler 
purſuits of literature, before. conſecrated ' to a ſtill 


more exalted purpoſe, he paid but little attention to 


outward decorations.—Being obſerved to paſs by ra. 


cher negligently attired, a gentleman Who was a vi. 
ſitor inquired of his friend, a maſter of one of the 
colleges, « who is that flovenly perſon. with bis 
ſtockings down | ?” The maſter replied, * that ſlovenly 
perſon as you call him i is one of the greateſt genuiſes 
of the age, and is likely to be one of the 42 905 
men in this kingdom ®. e 
i At this time he became acquainted with ſome, who 
were afterwards the brighteſt ornaments, and digni- 
taries, of our Church ; who, though they could not 
follow him in his increaſing religious views, and 
therefore i in a courſe of time continued but little in 
timacy, always acknowledged him with reſpect, and, 
we ruſt, have now welcomed him to immortality. 
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We have a teſtimony as as to his cloquenes from e 


ith L119. 1836 Its 


* This was ; told by the late/ Jolius Bates, aner of he 
Hebrew Lexicon, to a friend now living. : 
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accidental, E ircumſtances, 1 will relate, not 


He had actually ſent his trunk on board a veſſel, and 


of theſe,. whoſe natural 


him no inferior judge of ſuch attainments: in in 
he compares his affect ing me engaging. elocution to 4 
the loving ſiyle of cicero 
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But all theſe abilities were, by grace, laid at the f 
of the croſs, and made to bow, however hu 
to whatever might promote the glory of his maſter, 

and the good of men. Soon aſter he opened his - 


mouth to preach, the Lord enlightened his.mind with 
len views of his truth, and warmed bis bear with 


* 


* 
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the love of Chriſt and the love of ſoufs. | 
He came to London, expecting here to find en- « 
gagements ; but, waiting for ſome time without ſuc- 
ceſs, he had nearly left the place; and this city had 
moſt probably been deprived of his ſo valuable and 
ſucceſsful labours, but for a moſt remarkable i inter. 
poſition of providence; which, as I have heard him 


relate it with pleaſure to myſelf, and 3 it ſhews = 
great events hinge upon the moſt trivial, and to | 
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but it will afford you equal pleaſure in in the 
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was himſelf walking down to the water fide to 
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obſerved ſuch a likeneſs as induced him to take the 
| liberty of 1 inquiring : he replied, t was. He then 
informed him that the Lectureſhip of that Pariſh was 
miſed to do ſo if obtained without his canvaſſing 
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whajnquired if his name was not Romaine, as, be- 
ing acquainted with his father many years ago, he 


(which he never would undertake) ; when, being ſue- 
celsful; he altered his determination, and, from that 
time, has continued his labours to the good of mul- 
titudes in body and ſoul in this ce 12-54 Ea 

A little after he obtained the morning preaching 
of St. George's, Hanover Square. But, alas, the 
dignities and riches of this world are not the beſt 
preparations for the reception of the Goſpel} He 
was driven from thence under the glorious imputa- 
tion of crowding the Church with thoſe who thirſted 
for the ſalvation of the Lord. And it Was well db. 
ſerved by a nobleman to one who made that com · 
plaint, that he wondered ſuch complaints ſhould 
be made with age to the Houſe n wes thoſe | 


* St. — Weed Lane lain 
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equally PE in the prone are 


480. . VVV 
In ts year 1749 be was choſen. 4 1068 


dere as he e in this whe ory fx courſes! 


hogs i ll w the W 2 be the — 
Biſhop of London he was relieved; who had an carly 
intimacy with, and always continued to expreſs a high: 
reſpect for, Mr: Romaine, But upon this we will 
not enlarge. Our venerable Miniſter hath lived 
long enough to live down oppoſition; and perſecu- 
tion is not the character of the preſent day: though 


we know that, even now, the diſtortions of enyy, 

the bigotry of names; and the miſrepreſentations of 
ignorance, can overſpread the excellency of a cha- 

racter that would otherwiſe be highly eſteemed. In 
this place he went through the Whole Bible bybwap! 
of expoſition once, and many parts tevice; an, har 
he cloſed his labours | in the ſervice of his Mac N 
Maſter, e 16 . thi twins 
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An equal interpoſition of Providence introduced 
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The leadings of providence muſt in all theſe 
appear ſtill more remarkable, when it is remembe 


"0 
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that he would never ſolicit a vote on any occaſion; 
perſuaded thati itargued a want of faith and confidence 
in God, whoſe work he was engaged i in, and who ; 
would, no doubt, provide a place for his glory. He 
conſidered i it indeed beneath the clerical character; 
but, as he was never backward to acknowledge the 
obligation when received, it was eren not Ras 
but principle. 

To the laſt of theſe he was. choſen about Auge 
1764, but did not commence till March 2, 1765. 
. With what fear and trembling, with what ſenſe of his 
own inſufficiency, with what dependence on the Lord, 
he entered upon that cure, is evident from a moſt 
intereſting letter, written at the time upon that ſub- 
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be Letter begins thus, © Thave ever had ſuch awful appre- 
henfions of the cure of ſouls, that I durſt not, though often 
ſolicited,,. undertake it. Ever ſince I knew the. plague of my 
own heart, I have found myſelf plagued to death with watching 
over.it. . What muſt it be to watch over two or three thouſand ! 

who is ſufficient for this ? I feel myſelf as unfit for it, as to have | 
the government of the world upon my ſhoulders. But, being 
| appointed 
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declaration, te I determined not to 
among you, ſave Jeſus Ohrilt, and 
And how truly he adhered to this ch 
Il know. He continued to ſerve bis 
chem; and then bore the richeſt fruits in lis 
In this he was 
with no ſymptoms of bodily decay, 
above. It may truly be ſaid af 
te his eye was not dim, nor his natural res bard} * 
and he has frequently ſpoken of it with 
titude to Gddldt. HR 18 
It is alſo remarkable that, after publiſhing 
and Walk of faith, and realizing it in his conve! 
called by faith to triumph over afflictions 
Os laſt oe he finiſhed his work, and entered. 
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appointed to this Church, not only without wy 


againſt | my will, and having an ane c 
therefore, ' my ſufficiency for the work n e cf Fa 


not ſtand out, 1 have been forced to ſay, / Here Tam 
Ac. G. 1 ee 
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I muſt beg to intel mich a few # words h 
general chatacter. Re te. 
As a Man he was a "og faithful; and ;nftrygiy * 
friend, a lively and edifying -ompanion. Ht poſſeſſed 
a natural cheerfulneſs of diſpoſition, and firmneſs af 
mind, which, ſanctified by grace, ſhone forth in the 
E joy, and confidence, of faith. Pg 
He had a quickneſs of apprehenſion, and a readies 
of determination. In his (converſation, as well as in 
his writings, | he Was ſhort, and ſententious; which was 
often miſunderſtood for want of remper and irritation; 
But in his dvineftic character he ſhone forth the 
ornament of his profeſſion, and an evidence of the 
power of grace: the kindeſt of huſbands, the moſt 
affectionate of fathers, and the beſt of maſters. - of 
this we have the moſt convincing proof, fince all who 
were about him loved him, and thoſe who were the 
neareſt to him loved him the moſt. a 
As ascholLAR his acquiſitions were extenſive, and 

his learning ſound. He had a juſt and critical know- 
ledge of the three learned languages, but eſpecially 
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of the Hebrew tongue, which he much cultivated, 
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much delighted ir in, and preſſed on others tc to acquire: 
He had a comprehenſive acquaintance with nature, 
and natural philoſophy; and if 1 in this laſt he held 

8 e 


böte of dd bei e and deepeſt ; — f 
of his time. But, What muſt be mentioned with pe 9 
culiar pleaſure, with all theſe natural and acquired abi⸗ | 
lities, he knew when to conceal his acquiremefits: as. 
well as how to uſe them; nor ever. appeared: oſtenitas 
tious to exhibit them. When led to the knowledge and 
power of the truth his natural talent were conſecrated 
for God; and'in the pulpit, with a divine Gimpliciey, 
he remembered nothing but his Maſter's work: and 
glory, and ſtudied nothing but how beſt ko impreſs 
his excellency and ſalvation on the minds of mens 
And, though he might have been reckoned am 
the wiſe of this world, he was contented to be | 
a fool by ſuch, that he might be e wiſe 00 win foul x 4 
for he had been taught, by grace, to account ads re- 


proach of Chriſt greatezhonour than all org 
on earth. 11 88 | Os 
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As a in have frequently ad rec 
cheerfulneſs, the conſiſtency, and fervour of his gbr f 
ty. He evidently lived much with God ; inflexibly 
abſtracted from the world; much in the enoytnent 
of his redeemer s preſence, and in the realizing views 
of 


ee 
e 


h the er 0 Chriſt: hows 
always * rg to throw out a hint, in his 
A for the glory of his name, and 2 
confolation of his people; though he 
avoided every contfoverted point as unedifying oh 
dangerous. His whole conduct was in uniſon with 
his profeſſion ; and, to the honour of * en, 
God, a long life- needs no-apology. . 
As a divine—he had a moſt comprehenſive know- C 
ledge of the word of God, the great repoſitory of | 
ſpiritual wiſdom, which he always read regularly 
through once in the year; and he enjoyed an __ 
clearneſs of „ in its | 
"ts he was a miniſter of = . of England, 
ty; he was, therefore, throughout life firmly attach- 
ed to its diſcipline, its liturgy, and its doctrines In 
his earlier years he had reſiſted the offer of much 
temporal advantage, and endured much oppoſitior 
in it, rather than depart from its communion; well 
convinced that he was in the line of duty, and God, 
who had placed him there, would provide him his 
work, 
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wars aac has: 
tion; at leaſt, T moſt profeſs, that the, many: ye: 
I have been with him (though many o 
offered) 1 have never ance” heard bun- ep 
thing but the moſt cordial love to all, © vile 16008 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: in  fincerity'? this 
his only teſtdenomitating all thin ings elſe but the 
ſcaffolding of the building, chat muſt be taken don 
before the whole ſhall appear in its glory. And 
am in poſſeffion of a letter th t diſeovers the moſt 
imbounded Hberality and candour of his mind. 
As a vnRaerBR he ſhone with peculiar ac 
tage. God had formed him for natural elocuiion a 
fimple eloquence, His voice poſſefſed an admirable 
fweetneſs; his countenance a livelineſs of wy; i 
his eyes ſparkled wich delight, and every feature *. 
preſſed the ſenſibility of his heart while engaged in 
his delightful work; his very countenance was A 
ſermon. Yet all was natural and unalfected ) fo 
he took as much Pains to fimplify his ſtyle, as many 
do to ornament and poliſh, Has energy, his pa- 


D 3 thos, 


14 34 1 * 
thos, his lively action, aroſe from the fervour of his 
ſpirit i in love to Chriſt. While, therefore, be = 
ſimple without meanneſs, and plain without vulga- ; 


rity,” he was dignified without laboured elevation, 
was underſtood by the loweſt, while the higheſt were 


edified and pleaſed. Early in life he was a \ Boanerges, 
and there is a peculiar fire, energy, and alarming 
tendency, in his early compoſitions: but this had. 
glven way to a milder manner, and more delightful 
ſubjects in general. Yet ſtill, when ſuch ſubject 


occurred, he touched them with uncommon force 
and effect, ſo as to aſtoniſh and alarm the ſoul, on 
the ſabbach he took the whole range of goſpel 
truth, but, at thoſe ſeaſons when he ſuppoſed his 
hearers to be more ſelect, his favourite ſubjects were 
the glory of Chriſt, and the great privileges of the 
goſpel. Theſe he repreſented in the moſt glowing 
colours, and with the moſt lively animation. 5 His 
was, no doubt, a diſpenſation of remarkable light 
and evidence in the great fundamental truths of. the 
goſpel, much beyond what moſt attain, The dar- 
neſs of his views, and the perſpicuity of his pick 
ſion, exhibited the glories of truth to the under⸗ 
ſtanding, and diffuſed the force of truth u the 
heart. Therewas alſo a peculiar 71 in his Preaching 
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which to us ; ſeemed. moſt calving þ to enlj ighten, . 
the underſtanding, to warm the affeclions, to ani. = 
mate the deſires, and to ſandtify | the heart in the 


love of God, | Zealous for the glory of Chriſt, and. 
jealous in his ſpirit of every thing that might dettaqt 


therefrom, he could not bear bithout ſenſible indig-, 


nation any thing. dt a contrary tendency ; he. would, 
ſay boldly, with the apoſtle, © if any man love not 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt he muſt be Anathema Mara- 

natha.” When ſpeaking on ſuch ſubjects as theſe, 
we were ready to ſuppoſe. that the flaming ſeraph, 
flying from the altar, had touched his heart and 
lips with the burning coal, that kindled there the 
heavenly flame, and diffuſed its influence all around. 


He ſeemed, with one fogt on the heavenly land, 


taking a ſurvey of the glories which were there, at 
the ſame time ſtooping down to earth that he might 
draw us after him, I confeſs, when I have heard 
him on theſe ſubjects I have been ready to wiſh, 0. 
reſign back my commiſſion ; had I not heard j in mx 
ears that awful ſound 85 woe he to me it I preach. not. 
the goſpel; if I had not recollected that ** the gx 
celleney of the power is of God and not of ust 
Wherever he came he was ready to declare the Sa- 
viour's grace. Of chis ſubject he, never tired i in 


D2 I public 


* 


„„ C 5% A 
public] or in n private. He came immediately to the 
point, with a peculiar art chat God had given him; 1 
could ſay much in little; and what "he "uttered was 
always freſh, always new, as though the delightful 
ſtory of redeeming love had never been told, never 
been heard before. And yet the humble views he 
entertained of himſelf are thus ann expreſs 

| in one of his letters to a friend 
. am an old preacher,” and have ſeen! comm of 
his glory to be aſhamed 'of myſelf: * reprobate all 
my ſervices, and, if 1 was to begin again, T would 
try to ſhoot higher, and I do. Gas — 
is above all bleſſing and praĩſe ?? 1 
With ſuch gifts of God, conferrane' in frnpliciy 


to his glory, no wonder he was popular; and, though 
he beſtowed more himſelf than moſt apprehend, that 


he was the greateſt inſtrument of charitable cantri- 
butions. But he was ſtill more uſeful, how effec- 
tually fo, by the great power of God attending his 
miniſtrations, let multitudes declare that are now 
| honoured to publiſh the ſame truths to guilty men, 
or who enjoy its abundant bleſſings, to the knowledge 
of which they were brought by his inſtrumentality 
He might ſay of many, with the apoſtle, « need we 
On of commendation to you, of letters of com- 
mendation 
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our hearts, known. and read of all . 7 


mendation from Jon? ? ye pe our Wer writen.n 


my 


At! N 


But now that voice that charmed you, wat ch 


ſo wiſely, ſhall be heard no more! God hath cloſed 

his mouth in death that he may have all the glory, 55 
and to diſcover that the power was of him. And 
yet we bleſs God that he hath leſt his dying teſti. 


mony, and confirmation, to. the truths he preached. 
Many of you have received them as your motiyes to 


holineſs, and the ground of your conſolation and ſup- 
port in time and eternity; and you are ready to aſk, 
after ſo bold a maintenance of them through bfe, 


what were their effects in the rime of trial —4 pa- 
tient reliance —a conſolatory ſupport in affliction— 
and G in the hour of death. He proved, and 
experienced, his foundation ſtable. And, to ſhew 


What God did Gi him then, and to confirm your | 


faith and hope, we have collected a few of his dying 
views and expreſſions. a God make them uſeful 
for this purpoſe. erf 

It is plain he never aid. any thing with 15 defign 
to be again ſpoken; for he evidently, forgot all but 


God, his own ſoul, and eternity, abſorbed 1 in, "the 


preſent enjoyment of Chriſt, and the glorious prof- 
pect that was before him. g 
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Soon aſter he was N he expreſſed his 


e PIT: JA 
perſuaſion that he was not for this world but for ano 
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| ther, not for time but eternity. And, on that very 
morning, he prayed earneſtly in the family for divine I 
ſupports, whatever troubles might come upon them, 
which might be many; and afterwards expreſſed big , 
hopes of a joyful eternity. b TR 
In a few days afterwards, * « you are e taking,” Pi | 
he, of much pains to prop up this feeble body; 1 "2 
thank you for it, but it will not do now.)“ 5 
His only companion was his Hebrew, "Plalter, 
which lay cloſe by him, and out of which he free. 
quently read a verſe or two, riot being able to attend | 
to more. The nature of his diſorder was ſuch that 
he could ſpeak but little; and, being once aſked if 5 
he would ſee ſome company, he replied, he needed 
no better company than he enjoyed. O happy thoſe | 
who are thus ſatisfied | in God !—But there was ry 
progreſs i in his experience, much like what we have | 
before ſtated in the dying faith of the believer. As 
ſoon as taken, though ſenſible i It was for death, there 
was that ſweet reliance upon the promiſe and truth of 
God, "which he fo often inculcated. Hence aroſe F 


that remarkable patience, that not one frerful or . 


murmuring word ever leaped his lips. 1 he more | 
6 | / | evidently | 


2 * * * 4 1 0 2% _- 


evidently the effect of grace, as chrough his long ws 5 
he had ſcarcely known what bodily afflition meant; 5 
and had never, till very lately, been interrupted by * 9 
illneſs in the diſcharge of his miniſterial duties. 
Soon after he was ſeized, a friend called upon bu- | 

1 W He took the opportunity of ſaying, he hoped 
| = v was better, and happy in his views: 57 Yes, i replied 

e. © upon chat point I have no doubt, for I have. 
Ds” of the preſence « of Jeſus with me.” And, upon 
his taking leave, he, in his knmiliatich of ſpirit, | 
begged to be remembered to me for my prayers, as 
C he was unable to converſe with me, and hoped his 

4 | friends and the whole con gregation would remember 
um at the throne of grace. This he frequently after- 
wards repeated to myſelf, At other times he laid, 
he had been in the deep waters, but had enjoyed 
much ſupport.—That he waited to enter into the 
courts of the Lord, that his ſoul Fas athirſt for God, 
yea, for the living Gde. +511 56 50 
After he had been from home, upon his ehe hh 
viſited him, and found him a little revived. He ſaid 
to me, he had lain long at firſt i in the arms of death, 
and, if recovering, it was very lowly ; © but this, 
ſays he, ee is but a poor dying life at beſt however, 
I am in his hands who will do the beſt for me, and 
D 4 added, 
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back in his chair, and I could not under 
After much the ſame” expreſſions he added to ano- 
cher friend, I have the peace of God in my con- 
ſcience, and the love of God in my heart, and that 
you know is ſound experience 
before the doctrines I preached to be traths, but 
no I experience them to be bleſſings.” Where is 
the foundation that will bear ſuch a trial as this? 
| where is that oppoſer of the eſſential glories, the aton- 


© be maintains? Speaking of the viſit of a friend, he 
ſaid, he thanked him for it, he had come to ſee a 
laved ſinner. This he had often affirmed ſhould be his 
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2 ("WY 
added, with 4 peculiar energy which T* ſhall not [on 


I bleſs God for it.” He then urtered ſomething as 
to the importance of ſuch views at ſuch a ſeaſon; but, 
being exhauſted with theſe few words, he reclined - 


and again, 6c 1 knew Vi 


ing blood, and abounding grace, of the Redeemer, 
that can bear ſuch a dying teſtimony to the doctrines 


dying boaſt, and that he deſired to die with the lan- 
— guage of the cur” on his 2 0 * 08 * merci- 
full to me a ſinner.“ | 
When he again left town his Song rapidly "4 
cayed. But now, © as his outward man periſhed, 
| his 


| 801 the ſurer the Ayr eee 00 w_ 1eS 
brighter the glory. — To ſhew his acquieſcence' in iche ä 
providence he ſaid, that it was now near ſixty 7e 
ſince God had: firſt opened his mouth to publiſn d 
everlaſting ſufficiency, and eternal glory, of the 
ſalvation of Jeſus; and now. he had ſhut it, that he 
might give him more experience in his heart o 
what he had ſaid concerning it in his life. He never 
complained of any thing but fin, by t chis he lament» 
ed as the ſource of all our miſeries, eſpecially one 
morning, when he was expounding, in family devo- 
tion, the prayer of Hezekiah; ſaying, to thoſe 
around him, he ſhould have had none of thaſe 
weakneſſes and languiſhings if he had no ſin. A 
another time he exclaimed, Oh how good is God, 
what a good night he has favoured me with, and 
whata bleſſed proſpe&t I now ſee before me!'!—Igone 
of his loweſt ſtates, being aſked if God was with him, 
he replied, © Yes he is indeed, and he is My God. 
Such views as theſe he often expreſſed throughout his 
ilineſs, —At another time he ſaid, he ſhould. ſoon. 


upon the mount Zion that is above, * would 
duell 


ant ad act. 
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| dwell Tor" _ and there ſhould 00 his everlaſting 


et. „ : * 1 He 5 e 
The 5 abe dis e death a bien addreſied bim! in 
this manner, I hope, my dear friend, you now find | 


the dear ſaviour Jeſys precious to your heart. Yes, * 


he replied, © yes, yes, more. precious than rubies, and 


all that can be defired on earth i is not to be) compared | 


to him.“ The friends who were with him have no ; 
doubt but his laſt hour was the happieſt hour of his 
life. He was in the full poſſeſſion of his mental powers 
to the laſt moment; and near his diſſolution he cried. 
out * Holy,” Holy, Holy, Lord God Almi ghty, glory be to 
thee on high, for ſuch peace on earth, and good will 
unto men.” After this he continued in prayer and 
praiſe, for his lips were ſeen to move, and his hand 


vere united in a praying poſture, till his breath was | 
exhauſted, and without a ſtruggle, groan, or fieh, he : 
fell aſleep in Jeſus. Oh happy death that is in the 


faith of Jeſus ! God grant us like mercy. He was | 


quickened by faith, lived and walked by faith, tri 


umphed bver oppoſition, enemies, and trials, then he . 
died i in the faith of Jeſus ; that he might be a con- 


firtiation to you his lamenting friends of the reality) 


of thoſe glorious Truths, and the preciouſneſs of that 5 


exalted | 


X14 
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exalted Saviour,. that he had ſo long preacl 
vhom many of you have favingly believed. 

I need not now, I am confident, apologize r | 
ing too much; but many I fear will think 1 have ſaid 
too little, and, if ſo, I truſt they will pardon my inſuf⸗ 
ficiency. But, I muſt yet add, f it is a 1000 on earth we 
may reaſonably lament.— The King has loſt a faith 


5 - 
: 
* 4 * 


ſubject, a zealous and conſcientious adyocate -- lis 4 
| Country a praying friend, and interceſſor before God 
the Church of England one of its brighteſt ornaments, 
moſt attached to irs diſcipline, its liturgy, and its doc- 
rines—the Church of God at large a moſt faithful and 

ſucceſsſul miniſter, who exhibited the truths of che 


goſpel, through a long and laborious life, with peculiar 
luſtre, and under a glorious unction of the Spirit of 
God, But if we turn the ſcene we rejoice N te- 
joice in the complete triumphs of his faith, now that 
he has been called to the Wee of his Nate and 
welcomed to the 3 Joy of his Lord. ee i 


— 


5 85 
If I may be indulged with a few minutes ee "a 


it ſhall be.em ployed 1 in impreſling, upon the minds of . 
the different characters here preſent, the uſe that Gad . 


may deſign us to make of this ſolemn and e 
providence, | 19 ict” ee eee 
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And let 5; if ſuch be here, ſpeak, R 
dene. to the infidels and mockers of the 1 
J Pra hear; ye ſons of diſſi dation, and conſider the 
death · bed of the believer. He dies in faith, and tri. 
umphs in the proſpect. You alſo zu die. Now 
you may ridicule” the faith and expectation of the 
believer ; but we challenge the wit, the wiſdom, of 
infidelity to controvert the reality of ſuch ſupports, and 
the heroiſm of the infidel to diſplay the like. 1 have 

heard of the calmneſs and quietneſs of ſuch, or rather 
heit inſenſibility, in death; but never of their-rejoic- 
ing in its pains. It is not the pleaſure of ſatisfaction, 
but the awful impulſe of neceſſity: * this is a grief, 
and I myſt bear it.” Oh that ye were wiſe, that ye 
underſtood this, that ye would conſider your latter 
end.” Hear the teſtimony of one of your moſt 
bodſted adyocates in the view of death, compare it 
witch the peaceful, the joyful, end of faich; and may 
God feal the inſtruction for your ſoul's advantage. 
It is that of no leſs a perſon tina the great! 2 
Cheſterfield. 
have run,“ ſays he, the Gly re ad 0 buli 
neſs and of pleaſure, and I have done with them all. 
I have enjoyed all the pleaſures of the world, and 
conſequently know their futility, and do. not. regret 
their loſs, I appraiſe them at their real value, which is 


in 


7 45 by 1 
in u bh 1 low; ET hoſe — ot experi- 
gay outſide, and are dazzled with | an en Bal 1 
have been behind the ſcenes. I have ſeem all the couiſ 
pullies and dirty ropes which exhibit and move th 
gaudy machine, &c. When I reflect back upon o what 
I have ſeen, what have heard, and what I have dox e. 
I can hardly perſuade myſelf chat all that frivo dus 
hurry and buſtle and pleaſure of the world had any. te- 
ality; but I look upon all that has paſſed as one of th 
romantic dreams which opium commonly occaſions ;/ 
and I do by no means deſire to repeat the nauſeous 
doſe, for the ſake of the ſugitive dream. Shall I tell 
you that I bear this melancholy ſituation with, that 


meritorious conſtancy and reſignation which moſt 
people boaſt of? No; for I really cannot; help it. 1 
bear it—becauſe I myſt bear it whether I will or no. 
—And I think of nothing but killing time, now chat 
he is become mine enemy.“ & c. -I leave this co 
your own reflectioun agg tl ht 


Let us ſpeak 3 ASS 

Secondly, to thoſe: who have TY the gojl om 
his mouth, but heard in vai. . Un 
My friends, what a diſpenſation have you rede 
be loſt! If you have not heard him to advantage I 
8 | — ſhould 
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ſhould deſpair of perſuading, if I did not wa 455 
| the work wWas of God; and that Paul might plant, 
and Apoltos water, but God muſt give 4 the increaſe, 83 

Oh how affetionately has he beſought you, that . 


you would not receive this grace of God i in vain,” 
The very laſt ſabbath evening that he ſtood i in this 
place he particularly urged it upon your hearts. | He 
| prayed with peculiar fervency, he wreſtled for you at 
a throne of grace, that, if that were the laſt time he 
| ſhould addreſs: you, God would make it effectual; that 
he might; not riſe up as a ſwift witneſs againft 3 you in the 
oreat day of the Lord. Some of you perhaps have 
had your paſſions moved by his affecting perſuaſion, 
but yet your hearts have remained unchanged by grace ; 
you have given an aſſent to the doctrines he preached, 
| but have not experienced their power. It is ſuch as 
you who have brought the ill-founded: charge of 
licentious' tendency on ſuch glorious truths. May 
God diſcover to you their nature, efficacy, and glory, 
and make you to feel their influence, and then you 
wall ſoon live down the calumny,--If he hath pleaded in 


vain on earth, oh hear him from the | grave— hear his 
dying teſtimony. It is as though he had ſaid, « Believe, 
my brethren, the truths that I have ſpoken are the 
truths of God, The power of them 1 have known, x 


the | 


1 5. x0 


the conſolations I now exp e "FRE rience. 


in Chriſt there is no condemnation. a bleaded, 


1 9 F ER 5 * 9 
"8 


Jeſus is indeed 


that precious Precious Saviour. to a GT finn 


- 24 


have ſo long proclaimed him to be. Wing an in 


tereſt in his ſalvation you muſt periſh i in your ſins, but 


and ye! have not received; oh ſtay, ſtay no longer oY 
fly to the ſinner's refuge. Let me not finally accuſe. 
you that I have laboured | in vain and ſpent my ſtrength. 
for nought and in vain. Let the grace and compaſſion 
of a dying Saviour to me a ſaved ſinner. incline ou 
earneſtly to ſeek after his ſalvation, and ye ſhall find: 
for he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
unto God by him.“ | i 


e 
Lou are ready to wiſh that y you. * hs the 
death of the righteous; oh then ſeek aſter that al- Ph 
mighty Saviour that can make you righteous before : 
God; and that gracious Spirit that can ſanctify the 
heart, to bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs to. 
his glory. 


1 


Let us ſpeak 


| Thirdly, To the weak. i in n faith. e 

'To theſe like his M aſter he payed in lis . : 
courſes A peculiar attention. Conſider | What God. 
has done for his people, and let your faich be en- 
couraged, Whatever vou are in vourſelves, the 


ſame 


Mm 


tions: for he . hath *<all power in heaven and in 
_ Now you look forward featful 42 dif- 
raged. \ But many, © who through fear of death 
have all aer life-time been ſubject to bondage,” 


13 have been ſupported like N . in the deep Waters: 


and as the proſpect drew near, fear vaniſhed, hope 
revived, and the nearer proſpect of an eternal world 
hath been aid with; joy unſpeakable and fall of 


glory. Leave then all your concerns in his hands, 


And, while truſting in Jeſus, and hving to his glory, 
he will manage the beſt for you, and grant all need- 


ful ſupply even to the end: He wilt be © your God 


bor ever and ever, and your guide even unto deat 4 
We will conclude by ſpeaking 


Fourthly, A few words to thoſe whom God hath 


enlivened and comforted by his miniſtry, and who, 
therefore, loved his perſon, and lament his loſs.” - 

It is true you muſt hear his voice no more! no 
more his lips ſhall ſound through this place the glo- 


ries of the Redeemer, the power of his arm, the 
compaſſion of his heart, the riches of his grace, 


whereby your minds have been enlightched, your 
Neis hearts 
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dne Jef, the ſame Almighty helper, ean produce 
the fame gl rious effects in your hearts, and the 
1 e enten in the time of your afflic- 
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hearts warmed, and your affliftions comf ort d. Yau 
under his miniſtry: and you ought not. Remem - 


ber thoſe who have had the rule over you, who! 


have ſpoken unto you the word of God, w whoſe faith 
follow, conſidering the end of their „ 


His Maſter has ſeen good to call e cb 


and as far as it relates to him it is all right, ab/olutely: 
right. He ſays to you, Be ſtill, and know that I 


am God.“ This ON _ 


fore, quicken us who are left as labourers 


vineyard to greater diligence and activity: 
quicken you to pray more earneſtly for your Miniſ= 
ters; for the effuſions of his Spirit, and the almight: 

efficacy of his grace, upon us and our miniſtra- 
tions. But it calls you not only to pray but to LIVE: 


to ſhew the power of the truth; to contradict every 


falſe aſperſion; and to evince, by the ſtrongeſt-prook 
that o the grace of God teacheth to deny ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſt, and to live righteouſly,' ſoberly, 
and godly, in this preſent word.. n 

We are told that © the righteous is taken away 
from the evil to come.“ If ſuch a view as this 
Mould impreſs the mind, let it incite more earneſt 


L prayer 


conan e Paſtor ſtirred you up to this in the moſt 
animating manner; and requeſted you, by theprayer 
of faith, to commit all into the hand/of the Lord, 
undiſturbed and undiſmayed ; to continue in your 
duty to your king and country, aſſured that a peace- 
ful praying ſubject is the beſt ſubject of a mem a 

moſt likely to promote its welfare and his own. 
May we all profit by theſe inſtructions, that yet 
our abundant privileges civil and religious may be 
ſpared to us. © The Lord's voice crieth unto the 
city, and the man of wiſdom fhall ſee thy name: 
hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it.“ Let the 
preſent ſolemn intimation be heard and improved, 
that the day may never come when our teachers 
ſhall be driven into corners; nor when conſuſion 
and anarchy ſhall take place of order and of law. 
May God hear the earneſt prayers of his departed 
ſervant; that true and vital godlineſs diffuſed abroad 
may correct the folly of the times, and promote 
univerſal . on _ and good will W 
s uns of you had 1 0 chat your ae ws 
niſter would have been the inſtrument of ſolacing 
ne bed of affliction, and 1 you forward to 
7 your 
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he could now ei you has the beavety ret * 
he would encourage you to preſs the cloſer tb 
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_ « Tf the ſtreams are cut off, eome then more im- 


mediately to the fountain. If the inſtrument be 


gone, let Chriſt be your all in all. Follow me as 1 
followed Chriſt. See in me that he 1 is an all-faith- 
ful friend. He will prepare your way, comfort 
you in death, and then bring nes to the ſame eter= 


nal glory.“ 


Oh that we may 01 live by NE fich of the Son ; 
of God that, whenever we are called to die, we may 


die in faith, truſting in the Lord, rejoicing in his 


preſence, triumphing in the believing proſpect of 
his glory. Then may we all meet our dear departed 


miniſter on high - our feet ſtanding on the mount 


Zion which is above, © when all the ranſomed of the 
Lord ſhall return, and come to Zion with ſongs and 
everlaſting joy upon their heads; when they ſhall 
obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall 
flee away.” God grant us this grace, and to him, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be the eternal g 
praiſe. Amen. 
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